FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Ohio Filmmaker Receives Honorable Mention for Short Film
Dayton, OH – Oct 1, 2008 - Derek W Beck, a Medina County native now living in Los Angeles, received an Honorable Mention for his directorial debut of the short film "Y Not". Shot entirely in the Dayton area and completed in early 2007, the film premiered on Sept 12 during the Chicago International REEL Shorts Fest. "Y Not" was also one of the dozen selected for the "Best of the Festival" program, which screened on Sept 14.

The honorable mention represents Derek's first official recognition as a filmmaker. Derek said he will continue to submit the film to other festivals around the country.

Derek marketed the film by handing out bright red reflectors mounted on pins. These campaign pins, made from reflectors due to their significance in the film, were a big hit. According to Derek, "most of the audience wore them throughout the festival. Even when you bought your admission ticket, the person selling it to you was wearing an advertisement for my film." 

Shot on 16mm color film using Dayton-area actors and crew, "Y Not" tells the story of a successful realtor who takes a moment from her busy life to help a complete stranger. But in a comedic and unexpected way, the realtor finds their lives are more connected than it seems.

After graduating from Ohio University in physics, Derek received a commission in the US Air Force. His first assignment was at the Los Angeles AFB, where he had the opportunity to make a technical Air Force video that was later aired in part on CNN.  It was then that his love affair with directing and film began. 

Derek then spent the next several years balancing his passion for film while serving on active duty. "Y Not", his second major production, was shot in Dayton while off-duty from his assignment at Wright-Patterson AFB.

With the exception of a few technical courses taken at the New York Film Academy, where he directed several student films, most of Derek's film education is self-taught, either from reading books or trial-and-error.

Derek recently left active duty military life to pursue film directing full-time. He now resides in Los Angeles, but continues to serve in the Air Force Reserves at Wright-Patterson.

For more information, visit Derek W Beck's website at www.cartala.com 

Press kit available at www.cartala.com/ynot/press.php 
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